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Abstract: Idioms are among the most significant literary elements in oral literature and often
lack an identifiable author. This literary form can be found in the everyday speech of people
across different communities, where the culture and language of each nation are distinctively
reflected. Idioms enrich verbal expression with aesthetic qualities, while uncovering their
underlying intended meanings provides a particular intellectual and interpretive pleasure.
Accordingly, examining idioms in Iranian dialects is of considerable significance. This study
compares idioms in the Tati language, spoken across extensive areas of Iran and the Caucasus,
with those of the Anbarani Talysh dialect and seeks to identify their equivalents in Standard
Persian, thereby clarifying the shared features of these varieties in the domain of idiomatic
expression. Tati idioms were collected through fieldwork and library research, whereas
Anbarani Talysh idioms were extracted from everyday speech and the linguistic intuition of the
authors, who are native speakers of Anbaran. The collected data were subsequently classified
and analyzed in terms of linguistic features, similarities, and differences from their Persian
counterparts. The findings indicate a long history of cultural exchange among Talysh, Tati, and
Persian-speaking communities, despite the expansion of Persian as Iran’s standard language
and its longstanding role as the written language throughout the country.
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