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Abstract: No evidence of the Sogdian language has survived from antiquity, while
Middle Sogdian materials are broadly divided into religious and non-religious texts. The
Sogdian Letters are among the earliest written records of the language and some of the
oldest surviving texts on paper. The collection comprises nine letters, five nearly complete
and four fragmentary, discovered in 1907 by the English archaeologist Sir Aurel Stein
among the ruins of a watchtower associated with the Great Wall of China. Although their
date remains debated, Sims-Williams and colleagues have dated them to 313-314 CE
based on historical events and information mentioned in the texts. The letters provide
valuable evidence for the early history of the Sogdians, their migration to Central Asia,
their dispersal along the Silk Road, and events in Sogdian migrant communities. Letters 1
and 3 were written by a Sogdian woman named Miwnay, who was left in Dunhuang
during famine and warfare. Letter 1 was addressed to her mother and Letter 3 to her
husband. This study linguistically analyzes and translates Letter 1, examining its content
with particular attention to the cultural status of Sogdian women and Miwnay’s personal,
historical, political, and social difficulties.
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