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Abstract: Dialects, as an integral component of intangible cultural heritage, play a vital
role in preserving the ethnic and historical identity of local communities. However,
modernization, mass media, and migration have contributed to the gradual decline of
many indigenous dialects. Using a descriptive-analytical approach based on field
observations and interviews with 200 speakers, this study examines the role of dialects in
reflecting and transmitting cultural and historical elements, with particular emphasis on
the preservation of the Nahavandi dialect. The findings indicate that declining
intergenerational transmission, negative attitudes among some families toward its use in
formal settings, limited written and scholarly resources, and the influence of Persian-
dominated media are the principal threats to its survival. The data further show that many
lexical items, expressions, and syntactic structures of Nahavandi reflect the history,
livelihoods, and cultural relations of local communities. Preserving the dialect is therefore
essential not only for safeguarding linguistic diversity but also for maintaining cultural
identity, transmitting indigenous knowledge, and strengthening social cohesion. The study
recommends informal education, systematic documentation, local media production, and
greater family involvement in intergenerational transmission as effective preservation
strategies.
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