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A Phonological Analysis of the Khorramabadi Lori Dialect
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Abstract: Among the Southwestern Iranian dialects, the Lori dialect is the closest to Persian, as both trace
their origins back to Middle Persian. Lori is spoken across a wide geographical area in Iran and has
approximately three million native speakers. The present study focuses on the Lori dialect as spoken in the
city of Khorramabad, a region where this dialect is commonly used. This paper aims to investigate the
phonological and phonetic processes of the Khorramabadi Lori dialect, including the transformation,
alternation, and deletion of phonemes, and to compare these features with Standard Persian. The research
methodology is based on content analysis, and the data have been collected both through the linguistic
intuition of the author, who is a native speaker of this dialect, and from fieldwork. Additionally, several
other phonological changes in the dialect are analyzed within the framework of generative phonology. These

include processes such as metathesis, substitution, epenthesis, assimilation, dissimilation, and others.
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Classification of Mood-Expressing Devices in the Verbal Domain of Persian: A Continuum-
Based Approach Drawing on Syntactic—Semantic Evidence
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Abstract: Mood in Persian is expressed through a diverse set of verbal and devices that differ considerably
in their syntactic behavior, degree of semantic dependence, and level of grammaticalization. Unlike many
languages in which the mood system is based on a relatively limited set of grammaticalized modal verbs, the
Persian mood system has a multilayered structure that includes core modal verbs, non-lexical quasi-modal
verbs, modal expressions, lexical quasi-modal verbs, as well as lexical verbs with modal meanings.
Drawing on established syntactic-semantic and formal criteria and recent theoretical literature on modality,
the present study provides a continuum-based analysis of these devices and demonstrates that classifying
them within a unified hierarchical system offers a more accurate representation of the grammatical reality of
Persian. The analysis is based on authentic Persian data and a critical review of previous studies, and seeks
to provide a reliable framework for syntactic and semantic studies of Persian and other Iranian languages.
The findings of the study indicate that these verbs can be positioned along a continuum, with modal verbs at

one end and lexical verbs at the other.
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1. John may be in his office.
2. John may/can come in now.

3. John can run ten miles with ease.
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4. John must be in office.
5. John must come in now.
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Abstract: No evidence of the Sogdian language has survived from antiquity, while Middle Sogdian
materials are broadly divided into religious and non-religious texts. The Sogdian Letters are among the
earliest written records of the language and some of the oldest surviving texts on paper. The collection
comprises nine letters, five nearly complete and four fragmentary, discovered in 1907 by the English
archaeologist Sir Aurel Stein among the ruins of a watchtower associated with the Great Wall of China.
Although their date remains debated, Sims-Williams and colleagues have dated them to 313-314 CE based
on historical events and information mentioned in the texts. The letters provide valuable evidence for the
early history of the Sogdians, their migration to Central Asia, their dispersal along the Silk Road, and events
in Sogdian migrant communities. Letters 1 and 3 were written by a Sogdian woman named Miwnay, who
was left in Dunhuang during famine and warfare. Letter 1 was addressed to her mother and Letter 3 to her
husband. This study linguistically analyzes and translates Letter 1, examining its content with particular
attention to the cultural status of Sogdian women and Miwnay’s personal, historical, political, and social

difficulties.
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Abstract: Idioms are among the most significant literary elements in oral literature and often lack an identifiable History

author. This literary form can be found in the everyday speech of people across different communities, where the Received: June 15,2025

culture and language of each nation are distinctively reflected. Idioms enrich verbal expression with aesthetic Accepted: Aug. 27,2025

qualities, while uncovering their underlying intended meanings provides a particular intellectual and interpretive

pleasure. Accordingly, examining idioms in Iranian dialects is of considerable significance. This study compares Keywords

idioms in the Tati language, spoken across extensive areas of Iran and the Caucasus, with those of the Anbarani Idioms

Talysh dialect and seeks to identify their equivalents in Standard Persian, thereby clarifying the shared features of Tati Language

these varieties in the domain of idiomatic expression. Tati idioms were collected through fieldwork and library Anbarani Talysh Language

research, whereas Anbarani Talysh idioms were extracted from everyday speech and the linguistic intuition of the Persian Language
authors, who are native speakers of Anbaran. The collected data were subsequently classified and analyzed in terms
of linguistic features, similarities, and differences from their Persian counterparts. The findings indicate a long
history of cultural exchange among Talysh, Tati, and Persian-speaking communities, despite the expansion of

Persian as Iran’s standard language and its longstanding role as the written language throughout the country.
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Abstract: Tourism, as the largest dynamic industry in the world, plays an important role in the economic,
cultural and social development of societies. Among the components of local culture, language occupies a
central position and can significantly contribute to the development of cultural tourism. This study, using a
descriptive - applied approach and focusing on the Lari language as a component of the local culture of Lar
city, examines the identity-forming role of this language in the development of tourism in Lar. The data
were collected through library research, field observations, and linguistic- cultural evidence provided by a
native speaker. The findings indicate that the Lari language, together with other elements of local culture
such as performing arts, folk songs, traditional foods, games, handicrafts, ancient monuments, ceremonies,
celebrations and rituals plays a fundamental role in shaping the cultural identity of Lar and can be
considered a valuable resource for the promotion of tourism. Furthermore, the comparative phonetic
analysis of the names of some traditional foods in four dialects of Lari language - Lari, Gerashi, Evazi, and

khonji - reveals linguistic affinity and shared cultural identity within the region.
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Abstract: Dialects, as an integral component of intangible cultural heritage, play a vital role in preserving
the ethnic and historical identity of local communities. However, modernization, mass media, and migration
have contributed to the gradual decline of many indigenous dialects. Using a descriptive-analytical
approach based on field observations and interviews with 200 speakers, this study examines the role of
dialects in reflecting and transmitting cultural and historical elements, with particular emphasis on the
preservation of the Nahavandi dialect. The findings indicate that declining intergenerational transmission,
negative attitudes among some families toward its use in formal settings, limited written and scholarly
resources, and the influence of Persian-dominated media are the principal threats to its survival. The data
further show that many lexical items, expressions, and syntactic structures of Nahavandi reflect the history,
livelihoods, and cultural relations of local communities. Preserving the dialect is therefore essential not only
for safeguarding linguistic diversity but also for maintaining cultural identity, transmitting indigenous
knowledge, and strengthening social cohesion. The study recommends informal education, systematic
documentation, local media production, and greater family involvement in intergenerational transmission as

effective preservation strategies.
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